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O’CONNOR CENTER INTRODUCES NEW JOURNAL FOR WESTERNERS 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana O’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West has 
recently published the inaugural issue of its new journal, “The Rocky Mountain West’s 
Changing Landscape.” This publication represents a new resource for westerners to use in 
surveying and understanding conditions and trends in their region.
The Rocky Mountain West is a region in the throes of tremendous change. Newcomers 
are arriving in the region in increasing numbers, swelling the populations of many cities, 
towns and once remote, scenic rural areas. Today the region’s economy barely resembles that 
of 50 years ago. “Changing Landscape” reflects on these changes and offers stimulating 
perspectives on what they may mean for the region’s future, while putting them into historical 
and cultural context.
“Changing Landscape” seeks to understand changes under way throughout the 
American and Canadian Rockies, probing beyond state and even international borders to 
examine issues from a unique point of view. Articles in the current issue represent diverse 
interests and depth of experience.
For example, former Montana U.S. Rep. Pat Williams, the center’s Regional Policy 
Fellow, calls upon his years of congressional experience in examining political machinations 
over the last 20 years in the management of national forests, many of which are in the West.
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Center historian William Farr authors a piece titled “The Rocky Mountain West: Settled Last, 
Settled Least,” which explores the central role of landscape, both in the past and present, for 
creating the cultural identity of the region’s people. A piece by center economist Larry 
Swanson documents facets of the region’s recent economic restructuring and the change that 
has accompanied its surging population growth.
Center director Daniel Kemmis and regional expert Stephen Maly in separate pieces 
then examine the emergence of regionalism as a way of understanding what is happening in the 
West. How does the region, acting as a region, find new ways to protect the environment in 
the Rockies? Are there measures that can be taken in concert by the region’s leaders to advance 
the area as a whole in the global economy? Is it important to think and act as a region, and if 
so, on which issues and for what purposes?
“Changing Landscape” takes a widely multidisciplinary approach to its examination of 
a region and intermixes both academic and nonacademic perspectives on regional topics and 
issues. It features in-depth analysis and thoughtful reflections on a wide array of regional 
subjects, ranging from history, art and literature to economics, the environment and public 
affairs. In doing so, the journal seeks to provide a unique resource for thinking about the 
region as it moves into the next century. For information about the journal, contact the center 
at (406) 243-7700.
The O ’Connor Center is a regional studies and public policy institute designed to 
sharpen Westerners’ understanding of their region and guide visions for its future.
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